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Meet Marcie Colleen
Marcie Colleen has a bachelor’s degree in Education of English and
Language Arts from Oswego State Unversity and a Masters degree
in Educational Theater from New York University. She is a former
classroom teacher in New York State. She has served as a curriculum
creator for the Central New York Institute of Aesthetic Education,
Syracuse Stage, Tony Randall’s National Actors Theater, and various
Broadway and Off Broadway shows, as well as the International Lysistrata
Project in 2003. She was the Director of Education for TADA! Youth Theater
in NYC creating and managing educational programming reaching over
30,000 students and families in the NYC metropolitan area a year.

Marcie serves as the Educational Consultant for Picture Book Month, as
well as faculty for Kidlit Writing School and the Curriculum Developer for
Time Traveler Tours & Tales. Visit Marcie at www.thisismarciecolleen.com.
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How to Use This Guide
This classroom guide for Inspector Dewey
is designed for students in preschool through
third grade. It is assumed that teachers will
adapt each activity to fit the needs and
abilities of their own students.
It offers activities to help teachers integrate
Inspector Dewey into English language arts
(ELA), mathematics, science, and social studies
curricula. Art and drama are used as a
teaching tool throughout the guide.
Inspector Dewey
ISBN: 9781939710277
LCCN: 2015937673
Orange Frazer Press

All activities were created in conjunction
with relevant content standards in ELA, math,
science, social studies, art, and drama.

reading
I am a

rock star!
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English Language Arts
Reading Comprehension
Before reading Inspector Dewey, help students
identify the basic parts of a picture book: jacket,
front cover, back cover, title page, spine, end
papers, and jacket flap.
The Front Cover:
• Describe what you see. Who do you think the
character is? What is the character doing?
• With a partner, stand up and pretend to be the
cat in the illustration. Pay close attention to the
facial expression and body shape of the
character. How do you think this character feels?
How does this pose make you feel?
• Do you see any other images on the front cover?
Describe what you see.
• Can you guess what the story might be about?
What are some clues you can find in the cover
illustration?
The Back Cover:
• Describe what you see.

Now read or listen to Inspector Dewey. Help
students summarize in their own words what
the book was about.
• Describe who the characters are in the story.
• What wakes up the family on that cool, July night?
• How does the man in the pickup truck “act
strangely”?
• How does Dewey communicate with Anna?
What does he tell her to do?
• Why does the family need to crawl under the
windows to get to the phone? Describe how
each family member acts on the journey under
the windows.
• How many police cars arrive? Do they catch
the man? Why not?
• Dewey decides to stage a stakeout. What is
a stakeout?
• What happens when the bad guy returns?
• How did Dewey save the day?
Let’s talk about the people who made
Inspector Dewey:

• With two other people, pretend to be the cats in
the illustration. How does this pose make you feel?

• Who is the author?

• Do you think one of the cats on the back cover is
the same cat on the front cover? Which one? Why?

• What kind of work did each person do to make
the book?

• Why do you think they are on a moon? Could this
be a clue to the setting of the book? How so?
• Can you make any further predictions about what
the book might be about? What are some clues
you find in the back cover illustration?
The End Papers and Dedication Page:
• Describe each spot illustration.
• Who do you think this character is?

• Who is the illustrator?

Now, let’s look closely at the illustrations.
• Describe Irene Bofill’s unique way of illustrating
Dewey’s “mind-matching” powers. Why do
you think she chose to illustrate how Dewey
communicates in this way?
• Have students draw their own picture of Anna and
Dewey communicating. How could they depict
the “mind-matching” powers in a different way?
Be creative.

• What do these illustrations tell you about
the character?
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English Language Arts
Writing Activities
Who is Dewey? Character Study
How a character acts and what a character says can tell readers a lot about who the character is.
Read Inspector Dewey paying close attention to the characters of Dewey, Thumper, Lily, and Anna.
Scene by scene, character by character, record your thoughts, in a chart like the one below.

What Dewey does

What Dewey says

How would you
describe Dewey?

Example: leaps to the floor and
bounds to the window

“The dude was up to no good.”

Observant, takes action

After gathering information regarding the characters, use the scenarios below to write a new
scene for Inspector Dewey. What would each character do and what would they say in one
of the following situations?
• At dinner time.
• During nap time.
• When Anna isn’t feeling well.
• During playtime.
• When a stranger comes to fix something at the house.
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English Language Arts
Writing Activities
What Happened? Inspector Dewey’s Plot
Inspector Dewey has a simple plotline with one central conflict or problem—a helpful cat, and his family,
aid the police in catching a robber. Help students define the plot arc within Inspector Dewey.

Beginning

Middle

End

Once upon a time...

First:

They lived happily ever after.

Then:

Enter Problem:

Next:

After that:

Finally:

BONUS: Using the basic plot structure above, create an original story about a pet who saves the day.
Students can work individually or as a class.
Art center: Provide a variety of art materials including crayons, pencils, markers, paint, scissors, colored
paper, old magazines, and glue for students to illustrate the scenes in their stories.
Drama center: Provide puppets, costumes, and props so students can recreate their new stories.
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English Language Arts
Writing Activities
Inspector Dewey: the sequel
What do you think happens after the story? Does Dewey have any other detective adventures?
What other crimes could Dewey help solve? Be creative and create a sequel to Inspector Dewey.
My Crime-Fighting Pet!
Dewey has a superpower—he can communicate through mind-matching. This superpower helps
him save the day and catch the robber.
As a class, brainstorm some other superpowers that pets might have. Maybe a dog that flies?
Or a bird that can see through walls? Or a fish who breathes fire?
Have the students write a story about having a pet who fights crime with a superpower.
What is the crime the pet solves and how does the superpower help them?
Each story should include a beginning (where the crime occurs), a middle where the
crime is fought, and an ending. Inspector Dewey can be used as a mentor text.
Optional: Create the story together as a class.
Mind-Matching: Anna’s Point of View
Either as a class or individually, explore Inspector Dewey
from the point of view of Anna.
Advanced classes will be able to actually re-create Inspector Dewey
from Anna’s point of view. However, if the class is less-advanced,
the point-of-view can be shown with thought/speech bubbles
or created together as a class.
Additional Challenge: How about writing Inspector Dewey from
Thumper or Lili’s point-of-view? Or the bad guy? Or a policeman?
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English Language Arts
Speaking and Listening Activities
Picture books are written to be read aloud. Here are some other ways to bring Inspector Dewey to life
in your classroom and also have fun with speaking and listening skills!
Choral Reading
• Using the text of Inspector Dewey, students may take the role of Dewey and read the story aloud.
Be sure to read slow enough to stay together as a group. Encourage memorization of the students’
parts as well as good vocal expression.
Mime
• While the teacher reads the book aloud, students can act out the events in the book. Divide students
into groups of specific roles—Dewey, Thumper, Lily, Anna and the bad guy/police. Emphasize body
motion and facial expressions, as well as listening skills. Switch roles and read the book again
Drama
• Brainstorm a list of things that cats do. Without making noise, students act out something from the list
in front of the class. Ask the rest of the class to guess what cat action they are acting out.
• Create a TV commercial to encourage people to read Inspector Dewey.
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English Language Arts
Language Activities
Vocab Detectives
Inspector Dewey has some new and challenging vocabulary. Words like “astute”, “girth”, and “immune”
may be unknown to some young readers.
Re-read Inspector Dewey aloud and ask students to listen carefully for words they do not know.
• As soon as they come across an unknown word, they should raise their hand.
• Repeat the phrase using the unknown word. What might it mean based on context?
• Look up the word in the dictionary. (Depending on the level of your students, a student volunteer
or teacher may do this.) Read the definition.
• Come up with a way to remember what the word means. Using Total Physical Response, students
can create an action that symbolizes the word and helps them remember it.
• Create a list of the vocabulary words and hang it on the wall. Revisit it again and again.

Onomatopoeia
Onomatopoeia is an imitation of a sound in words. In Inspector Dewey,
onomatopoeia is used to describe the many sounds found on Hampshire
Avenue at night. Some examples include “Rustle. Rustle. Stop. Rustle. Rustle.
Stop” for the sound of the bad guy reading papers and “Sputter. Cough.
Growl.” for the sound of the old truck.
• Discuss why writers use onomatopoeia, and perhaps why author
Kristen Heimerl chose to use onomatopoeia when writing about the
incidents on Hampshire Avenue.
• Create a list of onomatopoeia from Inspector Dewey. What are some
other sounds you can think of?
• What other onomatopoeia would you add throughout Inspector Dewey?
Add in onomatopoeia on every page.
• Read Mr. Brown Can Moo! Can You? by Dr. Seuss, The Listening
		 Walk by Paul Showers, and Listen, Listen by Phillis Gershator
		 and Alison Jay. Ask students to identify onomatopoeia.
•
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Math
Word Problems
For younger students, the use of pictures or props might be needed to figure out word problems.

1.
2.

Dewey counts 5 police cars that arrive to investigate. 1 police car drives away.
How many police cars are left investigating?
(5 – 1 = ?)

The bad guy rolls the window of his truck up and down 4 times. He then rolls the
window of his truck up and down 3 more times. How many times does the bad
guy roll the window of his truck up and down?
(4 + 3 = ?)

3.

There are 6 windows in Anna’s house. Anna, Thumper, Lily and Dewey crawl
under 5 of those windows. How many windows do they still have to crawl under?

4.

The Police Woman on the phone asks Anna to repeat why she is calling 2 times.
When she still cannot understand Anna, she asks her to repeat 1 more time.
How many times does the Police Woman ask Anna to repeat why she is calling?

(6 – 5 = ?)

(2 + 1 = ?)

5.

The police use their flashlights to investigate all 9 of the houses on Hampshire
Avenue. They use their flashlights to investigate 7 of the houses on Hampshire
Avenue. How many houses do the police still have to investigate?
(9 – 7 = ?)
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Math
Under Where? Spatial Sense
Cats are great jumpers and climbers. Few places are off-limits for a cat! Therefore, the movements of a cat
are perfect for learning spatial sense (on, inside, next to, over, under, etc.)
Look at the “I led the way” spread in Inspector Dewey.
• Describe where Dewey is. [examples: in front of Thumper, under the windows, in the pool of moonlight]
• Describe where Anna is. [examples: behind Lily, on the floor, under the windows, in the house]
• Describe where the windows are. [examples: above the family, on the wall]
• Describe where the moon is. [examples: in the center window, up in the sky, outside of the house]
Have students pick another spread in Inspector Dewey and discuss where things are spatially within
that illustration.
Or, use an item in the classroom (such as a beanbag or a figurine) and pretend it is Dewey. Take turns
placing the item throughout the classroom and discussing spatially where the item is.
Now look around the classroom.
• Describe where your desk sits.
• Describe where your teacher is sitting or standing.
• Describe where the chalkboard/whiteboard is.
• Describe where the clock is.
• Describe where the door is.
• Can you describe where anything else is?
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Math
Dewey’s Hunt
An inspector needs to be very observant.
This scavenger hunt will help students sharpen
observational, as well as counting, skills.
• Create several copies of the paper cut-outs
of bad guys, fish, centipedes, etc. Number
them from 1-5, so there are different sets
of each number.
• Hide these cut-outs around the room.
• Assign students either bad guys, fish,
centipedes, etc.
• Ask students to find #1 bad guy,
#2 bad guy, etc. until they have
a set of 5. If a student sees a
number they already have
collected or an item that is
not what they are collecting,
he/she must leave it for
another student to find.
• The first student to find their
items in 1-5 sequence, wins.
Additional activity:
This same game can be played
with a set pattern of colors or
pictures to teach sequencing.
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Science
Cat research project
Take a trip to the school library. With the help
of the librarian, gather information about
domestic cats.

Cats: Fiction vs. Non-fiction
Compare the facts researched about cats in the left
column (non-fiction) to Dewey, Thumper, and Lily in
Inspector Dewey (fiction).

Possible sources for information:
• Nonfiction books

As a class, create a T-chart of comparisons.

• Encyclopedias
• The Internet

Non-fiction

Fiction

Take notes and gather as much information as
possible on the following 6 topics:
• Types of domestic cats
• Physical traits
• Food
• Hygiene
• Sleep habits
• The pros and cons as a pet
• Other fun facts
Once the information is gathered, each student
should work to create an illustrated poster or
booklet of their findings.
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Science
If it Walks like a Cat and Meows like a Cat…
Dewey watches the bad guy closely and determines that he is
acting strangely. Essentially, Dewey observes the bad guy and
studies his behavior.
Similarly, the study of animal behavior is called ethology.
When scientists conduct animal observations, they rely on specific
procedures in order to collect data that is as accurate as possible.
In many cases, scientists use ethograms to record data during
observations, such as:
Grooming: the animal is tending to its own hygiene
Feeding: the animal is foraging or eating food items.
Manipulating objects: the animal is moving any object.
Vocalizing: The animal is making sound.
Moving/Locomoting: The animal is walking, flying, pacing,
hopping, running, jumping, etc.
Resting: The animal is inactive, possibly lying down
or sitting still. No other behavior is occurring.
Eyes may be open or shut.
Not visible: Scientist cannot see the animal.
Other: Scientist sees a behavior not
described above.
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Science
If it Walks like a Cat and Meows like a Cat…
Using an ethogram like the one below:
1.
		

Identify a cat to observe. If you do not have a pet, take a field trip to a pet store, kennel, pet
daycare or visit a friend who has a pet. More than one participant can observe the same animal.

2. Before using the ethogram, simply observe the cat and jot down notes or questions.
3. Next, focus on collecting data. In each box, make notes based on your observation during each
		
time interval. Use a stopwatch to keep time.
4. Remain quiet throughout the entire length of the observation, as loud noises may affect
		animal behavior.
5. Share your observations.

Time
(in minutes)

Grooming

Feeding

Manipulating
Object

Vocalizing

Moving/
Locomoting

Resting

Not
Visible

Other

1:00

2:00

3:00

4:00

Some questions to be discussed:
• How can observing an animal help the animal?
• How can observing an animal help pet owners?
• Based on your observations, how are the cats in Inspector Dewey realistically portrayed?
In what ways do you think they are not realistically portrayed? Support your answers
using your ethogram data.
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Social Studies
Responsibility
Dewey believes he has a responsibility to take care
of his family.

3.		 How would you demonstrate responsibility if…
		 You broke the wheel off your brother’s new
		skateboard?

Likewise, taking care of a pet is a huge responsibility.
Lead students in a class discussion on responsibility.

		 • Your friend asks you to play and you haven’t
			finished your homework?

1.		 What is responsibility?

		 • You’re playing a really fun game at your
			 friend’s house and it’s time to go home?

		 • Being accountable for your actions and behavior.
		 • Doing the right thing at the right time so others
			 can trust and depend on you.
2.		 How do the following demonstrate responsibility?
		 Complete your homework and chores on time
		 without being reminded.
		 • Follow through on your commitments, even
			 when you don’t feel like it.
		 • Accept responsibility for your mistakes and
			 learn from them. Don’t make excuses or
			blame others.
		 • Take care of your things and those of other
			 people. Return items you borrow.
		 • Find out what needs to be done and do it.
		 • Make wise choices, such as choosing to eat
			 healthy foods and wearing a helmet.
		 • Always do your very best. Others are counting
			on you!

inspectordewey.com
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		 • You promised your mom or dad you would
			 clean your room but you just don’t feel like it?
		 • It is time to go to bed and you just remembered
			 that your book report is due tomorrow?
		 • You agreed to take care of your neighbor’s
			 dog while she is away, but now a friend has
			 invited you to a sleep over?
		 • Your mom is not feeling well and could really
			 use some extra help around the house?
		 • You forgot to bring your homework home from
			 school, including the book you need to study
			for tomorrow’s test?
4. What are some other situations where we can
		demonstrate responsibility?
5.		
		
		
		

Design a poster encouraging responsibility.
Hang the poster in your classroom, or get
permission to hang it in the school library,
the office, main hall, etc.
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Social Studies
Taking Care of a Pet
Taking care of a pet can be fun—but also difficult at times.
Choose the kind of pet you would like and do some online research
to figure out how to take care of it. Use at least two resources for
information. Write and/or draw a picture of your findings.

My pet is named

.

How to take care of my pet:
Food and water: What I feed my pet
Shelter: Where my pet lives and sleeps
House Training: How do I know when my pet has
to go to the bathroom, and where does my pet go?
Exercise: How I exercise my pet
Grooming: How I make sure my pet looks and feels good
Playtime: How I play with my pet
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Social Studies
Real Pets Who Saved The Day
Have students research real stories of pets saving the day.
A simple Google search will turn up a long list of stories.
Each student are responsible to share one story of a pet saving
the day with the class and be prepared to answer any questions
the class might have.
Further Activity: Did you know that you can save the day, too—
just like Dewey?
Check out the following links to learn how you can stay safe
and help fight crime.
• McGruff the Crime Dog www.mcgruff.org
• The Safety Kids Program www.safetykids.org
Create posters to hang around the school to teach others about
safety and fighting crime.
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