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     Meet the Author ~ Jimmy Vee 

Jimmy Vee is known around the world as the Five 

Foot High Marketing Guy.  He is living proof that big 

things really do come in small packages.  He is a 

savvy CEO, a loving husband, a funny father, a 

bestselling business book author, a sought-after 

advertising copywriter, a wannabe musician, a master 

magician, a stand-up comedian and a stiff-lipped 

ventriloquist.  Visit Jimmy on the web at 

www.LittleJimmy.net. 

 

 

Meet the Illustrator ~ Mike Motz 

Mike Motz is a kid that always dreamed of illustrating children’s books.  Mike has held 

positions in the advertising departments of some of Canada’s oldest and largest 

companies.  He is an award-winning illustrator and web designer whose work has been 

featured internationally in Best of the Web books.  Today he helps writers all over the 

world fulfill their dreams of publishing their masterpieces.  To date, he’s been 

responsible for the creation of 242 children’s books.  Visit Mike on the web at 

www.MikeMotz.com.  

 

**** 
 

 
 
 

This guide was created by Marcie Colleen, a former teacher with a BA in English Education 
from Oswego State and a MA in Educational Theater from NYU. Marcie can often be found 
writing picture books at home in Brooklyn, NYC. Visit her at www.thisismarciecolleen.com. 

 
 
 

Guide content © Copyright 2014 by Marcie Colleen. Available free of charge for educational use 

only; may not be published or sold without express written permission. 

www.LittleJimmy.net
http://www.mikemotz.com/
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How to Use This Guide 

This classroom guide for Little Jimmy says, “Same is Lame” is designed for students in 

first through fourth grade.  It is assumed that teachers will adapt each activity to fit the 

needs and abilities of their own students. 

This guide offers activities to help teachers integrate Little Jimmy says, “Same is Lame” 

into English language arts (ELA), mathematics, science, and social studies curricula.  Art 

and drama are used as a teaching tool throughout the guide. 

All activities were created in conjunction with the Common Core State Standards in ELA 

and Math, in addition to relevant learning standards in ELA, math, science, social 

studies, art, and drama. 
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English Language Arts 

Reading Comprehension 

Before reading Little Jimmy says, “Same is Lame”, 

Help students identify the basic parts of a picture book: jacket, front cover, back cover, 

title page, spine, end papers, and jacket flap. 

The Front Cover ~  

 What does “lame” mean?  What do you think it might mean to say, “same is 

lame”? 

 Describe the illustration on the cover. 

 Who do you think the guy is?  

 Based on what he is doing, can you guess where the story might take place? 

 

The End papers ~  

 

 Look at the illustrated end papers.  Are there any clues to the setting here?   

 Can you guess what the story might be about?  What are some clues you can 

find in the cover and title page illustrations? 

 Why do you think Jimmy Vee decided to set the story at a carnival? 

 

Now read or listen to the book. 

Help students summarize in their own words what the book was about. 

• Who is the main character?   

• Because he is five feet tall, what are some things Jimmy cannot do? 

• Because he is five feet tall, what are some things Jimmy can do really well? 

• What does “unique” mean? 

• What are some things about Jimmy that make him unique? 

• What does “embrace” and “exploit” mean? 

• What are some ways to embrace and exploit the following: 

o Being bald? 

o Having a big nose? 
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o Having a voice you don’t like? 

o Having a scar or birthmark? 

• How can you “win the game” to achieving your dreams? 

Let’s talk about the people who made Little Jimmy says, “Same is Lame”. 

 Who is the author? 

 Who is the illustrator? 

 What kind of work did each person do to make the book? 

Take a close look at the illustrations throughout the book.   

 Can you find some fun details? 

Take a look at the “barbecue” spread 

 There are many people in this illustration.  How many differences can you 

find among them? 

 How many things can you find in common among the people at the 

barbecue?  See if you can find at least one other person who shares a 

characteristic with another. 

Create a “Same is Lame” Library 

Little Jimmy says, “Same is Lame”  celebrates the differences of kids of all ages, shapes 

and sizes.  By focusing on strengths instead of weaknesses, Little Jimmy encourages 

each reader to look in the mirror and be amazed at what they see. 

Create a classroom library of other books that celebrate differences. 

Some examples are: 

 Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon by Patty Lovell, illus. David Catrow 

 I Like Myself! by Karen Beaumont, illus. David Catrow 

 I Love My Hair by Natasha Anastasia Tarpley, illus, E.B. Lewis 

 The Skin You Live In by Michael Tyler, illus. David Lee Csicsko 

 Stand Straight, Ella Kate by Kate Klise and M. Sarah Klise 

 It’s Okay to be Different by Todd Parr 

 Aaron’s Hair by Robert Munsch 

 What’s So Bad About Being an Only Child? by Cari Best, illus. Sophie Blackall 
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 Freckleface Strawberry by Julliane Moore, illus. LeUyen Pham 

 Something Else by Kathryn Cave, illus. Chris Riddell 

The Hair of Zoe Fleefenbacher Goes to School by Laurie Halse Anderson, illus. Ard Hoyt 

 My Travelin’ by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw 

 Jacob’s Eyepatch by Beth Kobliner Shaw and Jacob Shaw, illus. Jules Feiffer 

 Not So Tall for Six by Dianna Hutts-Aston, illus. Frank Dormer 

Have students conduct a library and Internet search to gather a library and/or reference 

list for the classroom.  

Students can present and/or read their favorite story of differences to the class.  After 

each story is read, discuss what the main character’s uniqueness was and how they 

turned their uniqueness into a strength. 

Writing Activities 

The Adventures of –Est Man or Woman! 

Superheroes are often the fastest or strongest or bravest person around.  But what if 

the superhero is the shortest or heaviest or baldest or shyest?   

Have the students write a story about a superhero who has an “un-superhero like –est 

quality”.  How can the –est be viewed as a strength to help the superhero save the 

day?   

Each story should include a beginning, a middle with the superhero in 3 different 

situations and an ending. 

Optional:  Create the story together as a class. 

Dear Jimmy… 

Jimmy Vee wrote Little Jimmy says, “Same is Lame” in order 

to inspire children everywhere to find their uniqueness and 

celebrate it!  He even has a Same Is Lame Foundation for 

the same reasons. 

Using the moments in Little Jimmy says, “Same is Lame” as 

inspiration, write a letter to Jimmy Vee.  The letter should include  

 Detail about what you found inspirational about the book 

 An example of one of your own unique characteristics and how you plan to 

embrace it 
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 A thank you to Jimmy for the inspiration 

As a class, mail your letters to Jimmy at: 

Little Jimmy 

3718 Avalon Park East Blvd. 
Orlando, Fl 32828 

 

For a further activity, students can pair up and write letters to each other about what 

they admire about the other person.   

Language Activities 

The Adjective Box 

When we describe others, we are using words called adjectives.  This is an excellent 

activity to teach that adjectives are describing words. 

Decorate an empty shoe box and cut a hole in one of the ends.   

You can attach a sock (with the toes cut off) to the hole on the end to make it easy to 

guide little hands in and out of the box.  Attach one end of the sock around the hole 

and the rest of the sock serves as a tube into the box. 

Place various items in the box (ie. A Lego, pinecone, play-doh, feather, etc.)  These 

should be very tactile items.  The kids will not be able to see inside the box, but only 

feel around.   

Although they might be able to identify the object, the game is to DESCRIBE the item 

using adjectives.  (ie. Hard, soft, squishy, bumpy, etc) 

Each child should have a chance to reach inside the box.  See how many adjectives the 

class can come up with and create a list. 

What are some adjectives that are used to describe people?  As a class create a list of 

adjectives of the students would like others to use to describe them. (focusing on the 

positive will eliminate the chance of creating a list of put-downs.) 

“My Name”: adjectives for a Unique Me 

Have the students create adjectives from their own names.  The students should come 

up with an adjective for each letter in their names.  They can have fun coming up with 

the adjectives that they think best describe them. 
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For an added art activity, have students create a poster with their name on it and all of 

the adjectives that make up their acronym.  Additionally, they can create a collage of 

their adjectives and pictures that represent those words.   

Celebrate “Unique Me” Day! 

Pick a day to be “Unique Me” in the class.  Students can engage in a Show n’ Tell Talent 

Show in which they perform or demonstrate one of their many skills for the rest of the 

class.  For example, maybe one of the students can juggle or twirl a baton.  Another 

might be really good at making cookies and can bring in samples to share.   

Vocab Detectives 

Little Jimmy says, “Same is Lame” has some new and challenging vocabulary. Words 

like “exploit” and “ventriloquist” may be unknown to some young readers. 

Re-read Little Jimmy says, “Same is Lame” aloud and ask students to listen carefully for 

words they do not know.  

 As soon as they come across an unknown word they should raise their hand. 

 Repeat the phrase using the unknown word. What might it mean, based on 

context? 

 Look up the word in the dictionary. (Depending on the level of your students, a 

student volunteer can do this or the teacher can.) Read the definition.  

 Come up with a way to remember what the word means. Using Total Physical 

Response, students can create an action that symbolizes the word and helps 

them remember it. 

Create a list of the vocabulary words and hang it on the wall. Revisit it again and again. 

Math 

Five Books and One Apple Tall 

Little Jimmy is five feet tall.  Do your students know how tall they are?  Little Jimmy 

Says, “Same is Lame” offers a springboard into a discussion and lesson about height 

and determining height using a tape measure. 

If your students are not aware how to use a tape measure, you will want to teach the 

basics first:  

 What the big numbers mean and what is an inch 
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 How many inches are in a foot 

 How many marks are between the big numbers (inches) 

 How to determine ½ inch, ¼ inch, 1/8 inch, etc.   

Using a tape measure, help students figure out the heights of everyone in the class.  

Assist the students in reading the measurements.   

Create a class height chart.  If this activity is done in the beginning of the school it can 

be fun to check back at the end of the year to see if anyone has grown and how much. 

Then, allow time for the students to measure the height of various items in the 

classroom and record them.  Examples can include books, desks, chairs, the 

chalkboard, etc. 

Using the gathered measurements, students can then have fun determining their own 

height in relation to these items.  For example, maybe Susie is 19 books high.  Or 

Bobby might be 2 feet shorter than a chalkboard.  Encourage creativity and silliness.   

I Have Mail: a game of fractions and percentages 

This is a fast-paced traditional icebreaker game that gets 

students moving and laughing, yet with a math twist in this 

version. 

Arrange a circle of chairs.  One for each student.  An exact 

number is needed. 

Ask each student to sit in one of the chairs. 

The teacher will then stand in the center of the circle and 

say, “My name is _____ and I have mail for anyone who _______.” 

If students agree with the statement they should get up and move to another chair. 

The teacher should grab an empty chair, too. 

The student who is left without a chair must then come up with another statement, “My 

name is ______ and I have mail for anyone who ________.” 

MATH TWIST:  The goal of the game is to get the largest number of students to move 

or to get only one student to move.   
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With each “I have mail…” sequence, students should determine the percentage or 

fraction of the class to move and keep track on a large piece of paper or the 

chalkboard.  

In the end there will be two winners, the person who found the most similarities 

(students moving) and the person who found the most unique individual (one person 

moving). 

Science 

The No-Accidents Inventor 

We all make mistakes, but people are never mistakes!  As shown in Little Jimmy Says, 

“Same is Lame” a scar or a voice can empower people if they learn to embrace and 

exploit the uniqueness. 

In fact, many of today’s inventions were created “by accident”, until the inventors 

embraced and exploited the “accident”.  

Assign 1-2 students to research the creation of one of the following: 

 Velcro 

 Slinky 

 Corn Flakes 

 Potato chips 

 Stainless steel 

 Plastic 

 Popsicles 

 Ice cream cones 

 X-ray images 

 Teflon 

 Play-doh 

 Super glue 

 Silly Putty 

 Matches 

 Chocolate chip cookies 

Once the information is gathered, students should create either an illustrated poster or 

booklet of the research to present to the rest of the class. 
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A Handy Family Tree 

Some of the special traits about each one of us are “handed” down from our family 

members.  These traits are inherited traits.  Other traits are learned traits that you pick 

up from the environment. 

As a class, create a list of inherited traits and a list of learned traits to make sure 

everyone understands the difference. 

To create their family trees each student will need: 

 A piece of poster board or large piece of paper 

 Colored construction paper 

 Scissors 

 Pens or markers 

 Tape or glue 

Instructions: 

1. Trace the right and left hand of the student onto a piece of colored construction 

paper.  There will need to be a pair of handprints to represent each family 

member.  So depending on the size of the family, more handprints are needed.  

Students may choose to only do immediate family. 

2. Cut out the handprints. 

3. On each finger of the left hand, list an inherited trait (physical characteristic), 

such as eye color, hair color, dimples, freckles, chin shape, etc.  There should be 

5 inherited traits, one for each finger. 

4. On each finger of the right hand, list a learned trait that has been acquired or 

learned based on personality. 

5. Draw a tree trunk onto a large piece of paper or poster board. 

6. Glue or tape the handprints above the trunk to form a tree.  The oldest person’s 

pair of hands should be placed the closest to the trunk.  Work upward with the 

youngest person’s handprints on top. 

Create a bulletin board display of the family trees.  Allow time for discussion in which 

students trace their own inherited traits through their family trees.   
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Social Studies 

Famous People Who Didn’t “Fit In” 

Many children in school are bullied every day because they are “not like everyone else.”  

Sometimes, just knowing they are not alone can help. 

Research famous and notable people who were bullied for being different.  A wonderful 

resource is http://www.onlinecolleges.net/2011/11/02/15-famous-successful-people-

bullied-school/.   

Share these stories with your students.  Possible activities can be: 

 Ask each student to research a particular celebrity who was bullied and share 

their story. 

 Have students talk to older family members who have been bullied and share 

their stories. 

 Rewrite history ~ discuss how the students could have treated the celebrity 

different. 

  

Support the Cause 

 

Giving money is known as philanthropy, which means “a desire to 

help humankind.” 

 

Whether you donate a portion of your allowance to a local 

animal shelter, or use the proceeds of a lemonade stand to help 

children with cancer, you are using your money to benefit 

others and make a positive impact. 

 

Jimmy Vee has dedicated his life to helping people discover what 

is unique about themselves and showing them how to 

capitalize on it.  That is why he started the Same is Lame 

Foundation project (www.SameIsLame.com). 

 

As a class, research some charities that help humankind, especially 

those dedicated to helping “unique” individuals, mostly children. 

 

Examples include: 

 

http://www.onlinecolleges.net/2011/11/02/15-famous-successful-people-bullied-school/
http://www.onlinecolleges.net/2011/11/02/15-famous-successful-people-bullied-school/
http://www.sameislame.com/
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Smile Train ~ helping the families of children with cleft palates afford surgery  

www.smiletrain.org   

 

 Newborns in Need ~ clothing for the tiniest children  www.newbornsinneed.org 

 

 Share Our Strength ~ food for hungry kids  www.strength.org 

 

 KABOOM! ~ safe playgrounds for everyone  www.kaboom.org 

 

 SOS Children’s Villages ~ homes for homeless children  www.sos-usa.org 

 

Reach Out and Read ~ connecting children with books through their doctors  

www.reachoutandread.org 

 

 I Have a Dream Foundation ~ the promise of education www.ihad.org 

 

 Doctors of the World ~ providing humanitarian aid  www.doctorsoftheworld.org 

 

 Project Linus ~ blankets for kids who need care  www.projectlinus.org 

  

 Locks of Love ~ wigs for children with cancer  www.locksoflove.org 

 

Decide on a charity, as a class, and research how best to help them through monetary 

donations or donations of other items. 

 

As a class, create a fundraiser or drive of some sort to help this charity.  Host an event 

or sell something in the lunch rooms.  Get creative and learn philanthropy at the same 

time! 

 

 

http://www.smiletrain.org/
http://www.newbornsinneed.org/
http://www.strength.org/
http://www.kaboom.org/
http://www.sos-usa.org/
http://www.reachoutandread.org/
http://www.ihad.org/
http://www.doctorsoftheworld.org/
http://www.projectlinus.org/
http://www.locksoflove.org/
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