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About the Book

In the late 1930s, times were desperate. The world found itself at war again, less than
twenty years after the first World War had ended. No one could quite believe it. And no
one wanted it. The leaders of every country involved were left with no choice. They had
to try to end the war as fast as possible, using whatever means they could.

That meant coming up with secret operations meant to deceive, deflect, and confuse
their enemies. Poison the cattle that the Germans eat? Deliberately float a corpse
dressed up as a spy across the water to have it wash up on Germany's shore? Create a
unit of top secret commandos with a license to kill? These were all real tactics
attempted with the ultimate goal of defeating Hitler.

In this off-center look at history, readers will be captivated by the classified and covert
efforts made by each side as they tried to gain the upper hand and win the war.
Restricted access is lifted to give the reader a peek into the top secret operations of the
daring men and women who fought the war under a cloak of secrecy.

Before You Read...

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
Rl.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. Take a close look at the front cover photographs of Spies, Lies, and Disguise.
Describe what you see.

. Can you predict what this book is about? What from the photographs and title of
the book supports your prediction?

. Read the text on the front jacket flap and the excerpt on the back cover.
Describe what you read in your own words.

. Read the Introduction. What seems to be Ms. Swanson’s purpose in writing this
book? Who is the intended audience?

. Read Ms. Swanson’s biography. What is her background with the subject matter
of this book? What might have inspired her to write this book?




Chapter 1—License to Kill

CCss:

RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;

RI.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d

RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d

RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. According to this chapter, describe Adolf Hitler’s aim in your own words.

. What were the qualifications of Churchill’s Special Operations Executives? Be

sure to include at least three examples, as presented in this chapter.

. Explain why the term Phony War was used to describe the first six months of the

war.

. Did you know there are rules to war and combat? Conduct research on these

rules or law of war combat.
a. How did Churchill view Hitler as not “playing by the traditional rules?”

b. Do you think Hitler violating the rules of war combat made Churchill’s
special-ops okay? Explain your answer using text from the book to support
your opinion.

. Why do you think “the commandos were completely on their own?” What would

be the reasoning behind this?

. Roald Dahl and Ian Fleming were said to be “tasked with spreading false

information designed to spur the Americans into action.” Why did Britain deem
this necessary?

a. Look up the definition of propaganda.
b. Do you think there can be good propaganda and bad?

. Do you think what Dahl and Fleming did was ethical given the
circumstances of the war with Hitler? Explain your answer.




Chapter 2—Bloating to Safety: Operation Dynamo

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
Rl.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. Explain in your own words the situation on the beach in Dunkirk, France.

. Operation Dynamo was enacted to rescue the stranded troops. Why was this a
better option than using warships?

. Why was Operation Dynamo considered a success and a miracle?

. Why do you think small ship captains volunteered for Operation Dynamo despite the
danger?

. In 2016 a movie about the rescue at Dunkirk was released called Dunkirk. One of
the tag lines of that movie is “Survival is Victory.” Do you agree with this statement?
Explain in your own words using the information presented in chapter two to
support your opinion.

Making Connections:

Bravery is...
On a large piece of paper, draw a circle with the word “Bravery” inside.

Take 2-3 minutes to write down all the words and phrases you can think of relating
to the topic of “Bravery.” Use this chapter and those people discussed so far in this
book where applicable.

After time is up, pair up with another student to discuss and add any other words
and phrases.

Take time to share why you chose to write down what you did.




Chapter 3—Churchill’s Secret Army

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
Rl.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. Listen to Churchill’s "We Shall Fight on the Beaches” speech at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=s LncVnecLA complete with many photographs of
the time.

. What is the purpose of a resistance army?
. What was the plan of the resistance army?
. Why do you think someone would volunteer for the resistance army?
. Why were women especially valuable as resistance fighters?
a. What did Jill Monk do in the resistance army?

b. What part did Barbara Culleton play in the resistance army?

Making Connections:

Spies often worked without fancy technology. They needed to have a keen eye and
memory. Here is an activity to develop observational skills.

THE MYSTERY VISITOR: Have someone unannounced (a teacher or a student from a
different class) come into your classroom while students are working quietly on a task at
their desks. Plan with the mystery visitor ahead of time to make sure he or she does
several things in your class during his or her brief visit such as:

Borrow something like a book, a craft supply, money, etc.
Talk to a student in the class

Give a note to the teacher

Ask a question

Set something down on a table

Continued on next page.




Making Connections: (continued)

After the visitor leaves the room, have the students write down as many details as they can
remember about the visit.

e What details do they recall? What was the visitor wearing? How long was the visitor in
the room? What did the visitor borrow while in the room? Whom did he or she talk to?

What did he or she say?

Once everyone has finished writing, ask students to share their observations. Compare
notes. What are the similarities and differences between student reports?




Chapter 4—Code-Breaking, Ultra Style

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
Rl.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. What was Enigma? Why was it important for the Allies to crack Enigma’s codes?

. What was Bletchley Park?

. Explain how the following people helped the Allies crack Enigma’s codes:

a.
b.
C.
d.

e.

Hans-Thilo Schmidt
Rudolph Stallman
Marian Rejewski
Alan Turing

Mavis Batey

4. Why did the Allies use the decoded information sparingly?

5. Why was it not known who the men and women who worked at Bletchley Park
were until the mid-1970s?

Making Connections:

Create a Secret Communication Code

The Allies used knowledge of codes and patterns to crack secret messages sent
during World War I and II. Now you can create your own secret communication.

With a lined sheet of paper, create two columns with a long vertical line. In one
column write the letters A-Z, one letter per line.

Continued on next page.




Making Connections: (continued)

Then in the other column, write different letters. The letters should not be in
any particular order, but each letter can only be used once. Each one of these
letters will correspond with a letter in the first column.

For example:

#1

A

Duplicate the list and give to your friends.

Write a secret note using the letters in column two to represent the letters in
column one.

You will be able to “decode” and translate your message by using the letter
key. But first try cracking the code without the key!




Chapter 5—The Dreaded Nachthexen (Night Witches)

CCSS: RI5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
RI.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6
. Who was Colonel Marina Raskova?

. While Russia was the very first country to allow women to fly combat missions in
the 1940s, why do you think the United States did not allow women to fly in
combat missions until 19937?

a. Do you think women should be treated exactly like their male
counterparts during war? Explain your answer.

. Who were the Night Witches?
a. Why do you think women were chosen for this mission?

. How did the Night Witches solve the issue of the German spotlights?

Making Connections:

Using the Internet, research existing memorials or monuments to the heroes of World
War II.

Then create your own memorial to the Night Witches. Use both words and visuals that
highlight what you have learned in this chapter as a way to educate those who do not
know about the Night Witches and to celebrate their heroism.




Chapter 6—Cows Can Kill

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
RI.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6
. Explain Operation Vegetarian in your own words.

. “According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the intentional
release of germs, bacteria, and viruses for the purpose of poisoning and killing
humans or animals is called biological warfare.” There are international treaties
prohibiting biological warfare. Why do you think this is?

a. Why do you think countries still use it?
. Why was Operation Vegetarian canceled?

. Research and list at least THREE other examples of biological warfare, also called
bioterrorism, throughout history.

a. What was the impact of these three incidences?

b. Do you agree or disagree with the use of biological warfare? Explain your
opinion using evidence from the text where possible.

. What happened to Gruinard Island after Operation Vegetarian was tested there?

a. Had the operation been able to be played out, what do you think the
outcome would have been in Germany?

. Using the information provided in the “Science Scoop” section, create a poster
telling others about the dangers of anthrax and safe practices to avoid exposure.




Chapter 7—Hiding in Plain Sight

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
Rl.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. Describe, using your own words, a dash-n-snap mission.
a. What obstacles are faced with dash-n-snap missions?

. Define camouflage.

. How did the British army use the difficulties of dash-n-snap missions to their
advantage?

List and describe at least FOUR examples of how the British and US armies utilized
camouflage in World War II.

. Who did Colonel Ohmer recruit for his “camouflage engineer battalion?”

. What was Operation Pluto?

Making Connections:

Colonel Ohmer’s battalion were exceptional at camouflaging items of all sizes,
including bases and artillery.

Try your hand at camouflage. Using items around your classroom or house, try to
hide various small items without moving them. It's a lot harder than you think!




Chapter 8—Dead Man Floating (aka Operation Mincemeat)

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
Rl.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. What does “deception” mean? How did the Allies use this technique in Operation
Mincemeat?

. What does James Bond have to do with Operation Mincemeat?

. What were some of the issues of finding the perfect corpse? Who was Glyndwr
Michael and why was he chosen?

. What details did the British create for a believable identity for Major William
Martin?

. Why was Spain chosen as the spot to drop the body? Why Huelva, Spain?

. How did Operation Mincemeat lead to a successful Operation Husky?

Making Connections:

The Allies knew that Major Martin would need to appear to be a real person, should
the Axis powers research his background. Therefore they even went so far as to
announce a fake engagement in the newspaper.

If you were to create a fake identity on a Facebook profile page, what would you
need to include in order to convince others that this person existed and not raise
suspicions?




Chapter 9—Bouncing Bombs Away!

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
Rl.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. Why was the Ruhr Valley important to the German army and why was it an
important target for the Allies?

. Explain in your own words what the impact of destroying the dams would have
on the German army as the Ruhr Valley as a whole.

. What obstacles stood in the way of the Allies destroying the dams?
. How did the concept of skipping rocks play into the plan?

. How does the saying, “Necessity is the mother of invention” play into Sir Wallis’s
plan?

. Create a flowchart to illustrate the creation of the “Dambuster” bomb from idea
to the success.

. What obstacles were faced by the pilots of Squadron 617?

. How did Operation Chastise lead to the end of World War II?

Making Connections:

Build a Catapult Challenge

This challenge allows you to problem solve a way to build a catapult that really
works! Of course, a little imagination is going to go a long way here, too!

e Use several craft items (Magazines/newspapers, Popsicle sticks, masking
tape, scissors, plastic cups, soda and soup cans, rubber bands, plastic
spoons, etc.) Check the recycling for other ideas of materials.

e Create an Engineering Notebook for your catapult and carefully document the
process of building your catapult.

Continued on next page.




Making Connections: (continued)

Once your catapult has been built, test it out!

e Accuracy: Place a bowl on the floor. Then, from a set distance of 2-3 feet,
launch cotton balls from your catapult. Record how many make it into the
bowl.

Distance: Determine a “launch line” for your catapult. Then, using mini

marshmallows, launch three times, recording the distance with a measuring
tape

e Power: Build a three-story tower out of stacked plastic cups (three on the
bottom, two on top, and one on the very top). One at a time, launch a dry
bean from a distance of three feet away and attempt to knock over the tower.

Did the catapult work? Retest? If the catapult didn’t work, head back to the drawing
board like a real inventor.




Chapter 10—Pulling Off the Ultimate Fake-Out

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
RI.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6
. Why was D-Day so important and necessary?
. Who were the “Big Three?”

. Explain the following operations included in the mission known as Operation
Bodyguard:

a. Operation Fortitude North
b. Operation Fortitude South

. Why has it been said that “without Garbo, D-Day may not have been so
successful?”

Making Connections:

It is important for spies to use their eyes at all times, but they must also use their
ears.

Here is a fun activity to promote careful listening and speaking skills.

In pairs and sit back-to-back with a partner. One person will draw a unique picture
using simple shapes (hearts, flowers, stars, houses, stick figures, etc.). The other
person will have a blank piece of paper.

The person who drew the picture must dictate to their partner how to draw the
picture. Make sure to emphasize no cheating or peeking! When finished, compare
the drawings. How clear was the direction? Where did communication breakdown.

Switch roles and try again.




Chapter 11—D-Day: Invasion!

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
Rl.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. How did the following each help the Allies distract the German army before and
during the storming of the beaches of Normandy? Explain in your own words.

a. Radio-jamming

b. Tinfoil confetti

c. Ships trailing balloons

d. Parachuting dummies
. What was the goal of the Allies on D-Day and how did they carry out their goal?
. Why do you think Hitler’s aides were reluctant to wake him on D-Day?
. Was D-Day a success? How?

a. According the book, D-Day led to the Germans’ defeat a year later. Why
do you think the war still raged for a whole year?

. How do you think D-Day can be considered a success if the war didn’t
stop right away?

Making Connections:

The men who fought on the beaches of Normandy are held in high regard today
for their sacrifices and bravery, as are all servicemen and women.

Write a thank you letter of appreciation and support for the military, past and
present.

Then, go to A Million Thanks (amillionthanks.org) to find out how to send your
letter.




Chapter 12—Ghost Armies, Secret Missions, and
Assassination Attempts

CCss:

RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;

RI.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d

RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d

RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. What was the purpose of the supersecret operation known as Foxley?

. Why were artists, engineers, designers, and radio operators chosen for the

“Ghost Army?”

. What dangers faced those who were in the “Ghost Army?”

. How did the German army utilize deception techniques during the Battle of the

Bulge?

. If you were asked what the capital of Illinois is would you know the answer?

a. Can you think of any better questions to ask to test whether someone is
American or not?

. Why was Operation Foxley eventually put on hold?

a. What would be the benefit of Foxley?

b. What would be the cons?

. Who was Colonel Claus Schenk Graf von Stauffenberg?

a. What was his mission?

b. What was the outcome?

Making Connections:

Lie Detector

Can you tell when someone is lying?

Lying people are more likely to offer shorter responses, laugh nervously, talk
really fast, get emotional, make more speech errors (more um’s, er’s, ah’s), blink
often, and fidget more.

Continued on next page.




Making Connections:

Here's a short activity to help you develop the skill of catching a lie.

1. Have everyone close their eyes.

2. While eyes are closed, place a small item into the hands of one person.
This item must remain hidden.

. Once the item is hidden, everyone can open their eyes.

. A detective volunteer can begin questioning everyone on the
whereabouts of the item:

e Do you have the item?
Do you know who has the item?

Could you describe the item to us? What does it feel like when
you hold it?

e If you had the item, would you let us know?

When questioned, everyone must answer honestly, except for the person
who holds the item. The guilty person must lie.

The detective and others must keep an eye and ear out for the lie.

. After everyone has been questioned, ask if anyone has an idea of who
was lying. What are the reasons that suspect’s answers led to the
accusation?

. Play can go on by changing up the detective and the thief in each round.




Chapter 13—Covert Spies, Working Behind Enemy Lines

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
Rl.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. What is a double agent?
. Who was Nancy Wake?
a. Would you consider Nancy Wake a hero? Why or why not?
. Who was Noor Inayet Khan?
a. Would you consider Noor Iyanet Khan a hero? Why or why not?
. Who was Dusko Popov?
a. Would you consider Dusko Popov a hero? Why or why not?
. Who was Eddie Chapman?
a. Would you consider Eddie Chapman a hero? Why or why not?
. Who was Virginia Hall?

a. Would you consider Virginia Hall a hero? Why or why not?




Chapter 14—Super-Secret Code Talkers

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
Rl.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. How did the American Indian nations help the American army during World War
I?

a. How did the American Indian nations again help in World War II?
. Describe the importance of the Navajo Code Talkers.
. Why was it important that the Navajo Code Talkers remain under secrecy?

. In what ways have the Navajo Code Talkers been recognized today?

Making Connections:

Imagine that Carl Gorman will be visiting your school to talk about his experience
as a code talker.

Make a poster advertising Carl’s visit that will encourage others to come hear him
speak.

Be sure to summarize Carl’s story using text and images, highlighting aspects of
his character and story that will most inspire others.




Chapter 15—A Ticking Time Bomb

CCSS: RI.5.2,4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c;
Rl.6.1,2,4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d
RI.7.1,4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d
RI.8.1,2,4,6; SL.8.1a,3; L.8.4a,4c,d; RH.6-8.2,4,6

. Why do you think Hitler took his own life on April 30, 1945?

. When and what was V-E Day? 1000 Paper Cranes

. Why was Japan still ﬁghting the war Read the story of Sadako and the 1000 Paper

after V-E Day? Cranes for a Japanese perspective on the

. bombing of Hiroshima.
. What was Operation Downfall? 8

Then, make your own paper cranes to have

. Explain why the US military ordered the
production of 500,000 Purple Heart
awards before the invasion. What does For more information about the paper cranes
that say about how the US expected project, visit www.hiroshima-is.ac.jp/1000-
the invasion to go? cranes/.

placed at the Children’s Monument at Peace Park.

. What were Fat Man and Little Boy?

. How do feel knowing that the US government took over Los Alamos from the
Native Americans for their top-secret experiments?

. Fallout from Trinity was felt from Los Alamos to Indiana. Look at a map. How far
is that?

a. Would you feel safe knowing atom bombs were being tested not far away
from where you live?

. Why did President Truman decide that the atom bomb was better than invading
Japan?

a. Do you agree or disagree with his choice? Explain your answer using
evidence from the text.




After You Read...

Below are a few final project ideas for the conclusion of Spies, Lies, and Disguise: The
Daring Tricks and Deeds That Won World War I1.

1. Several themes run through Spies, Lies, and Disguise.

Daring and heroic deeds Military Strategy
When is it ok to lie? Volunteerism
The Rules of War Learning from the past

The Price of War War is not glamorous

Choose one of these themes on which to base a 500-word essay.
a. How is this theme evident throughout the book?

b. What can readers take away from Spies, Lies, and Disguise in relation to
this theme?

2. Research recruitment posters from World War II. Using the Wanted ads placed
at the top of each chapter as examples, create your own recruitment poster to
persuade others to join the fight.




