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A Curriculum Guide for 
Educators and Readers 

Discussion points, 
activities, and writing 
prompts to help educators 
use Women Win the Vote!: 
19 for the 19th Amendment 
as a classroom read aloud 
or as a selection for 
independent reading. 
Great for book clubs, too! 
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About the Book 
A bold new collection showcasing the trailblazing individuals who fought for 
women's suffrage, honoring the Nineteenth Amendment's centennial 
anniversary. 
 
Women Win the Vote! maps the road to the Nineteenth Amendment through compact, 
readable biographies of nineteen women who helped pave the way. From early feminist 
activist Lucretia Mott to radical twentieth-century suffragist Alice Paul, this vibrant 
collection profiles both iconic figures like Sojourner Truth and those who may be less 
well known, like Mary Ann Shadd Cary. 
 
Vividly illustrated with an eye-catching design, Women Win the Vote! celebrates the 
100th anniversary of the Nineteenth Amendment and the daring individuals who 
upended tradition to empower future generations of women.  
 

Before You Read… 

CCSS:   RI.5.4,7,8; SL.5.1a,4; L.5.4a,b,c; 
RI.6.4,5,6; SL.6.1a,3; L.6.4a,c,d 

 RI.7.4,5,6; SL.7.1a,3; L.7.4a,c,d 
RI.8.4,6;  SL.8.1a,3;  L.8.4a,4c,d;  RH.6-8.2,4,6 
 

1. Take a close look at the front cover illustration of Women Win the Vote!. 
Describe what you see. 

2. Can you predict what this book is about? What from the illustration and title of 
the book supports your prediction? 

3. Read the Nineteenth Amendment. Describe what it means in your own words. 

4. Read the Introduction. What seems to be Ms. Kennedy’s purpose in writing this 
book? Who is the intended audience? 

5. Using the information in the introduction, create a brief timeline of women’s right 
to vote. 

6. Read Ms. Kennedy’s biography. What is her background with the subject matter 
of this book?  What might have inspired her to write this book? 
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Chapter 1—Lucretia Coffin Mott 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.4,5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.4,5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 
 

1. How did Lucretia’s childhood and Quaker upbringing help fuel her suffragism? Be 
sure to include at least three examples, as presented in this chapter. 

2. Explain the following two quotes in your own words. How does each quote give 
insight to the life of Lucretia? 

a. “Quakerism does not mean quietism.” 

b. “I am no advocate of passivity.” 

3. What happened when Lucretia attended 
the Anti-Slavery Convention with her 
husband in 1840? 

4. What was the purpose of the convention in 
Seneca Falls, New York? 

5. Conduct an internet search to read the 
Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions. 

a. Why do you think the women 
decided to use the Declaration of 
Independence as a model? 

b. Read the Declaration of Sentiments 
side-by-side with the Declaration of Independence, marking the 
differences. How does the proposal for political change (in the second 
paragraph) differ from that of the 1776 Declaration? 

6. How did Lucretia feel about the issue of women’s right to vote? Were there other 
issues that she felt were more important?  

7. How did Lucretia justify her Quaker beliefs and her participation in government? 

8. How was Lucretia considered a motherly figure in the right for women’s rights? 

Listen to Lucretia 

Lucretia had grown up listening to strong 
women speak in the Quaker church. When 
she grew up, she was a traveling Quaker 
speaker as well. 

Imagine that you are Lucretia, speaking at 
the convention in Seneca Falls.  Write a 
fictitious speech, using a quote or two of 
hers and some information regarding her 
core beliefs. Have fun with adding in a lot 
of her signature thee’s and thou’s. 
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Making Connections:   

As mentioned in the text box on page 17, not only were women denied the right to 
vote, they also were rarely educated and were considered property. 

How would the life of the women you know be different had the suffragists not 
fought for civil rights?  

Write a letter of thanks to Lucretia Coffin Mott and her contemporaries for the hard 
battle they fought. Include examples of how the women in your life are able to live 
thanks to them. 
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Chapter 2—Sojourner Truth 

CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 
RI.6.1,2,3,9; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.4,5; L.6.1,2 

 RI.7.1,2,3,9; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.4,5; L.7.1,2 
RI.8.1,2,3,9;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2; WSH.6-8.7,8,9 

  
1.  Describe Sojourner Truth. What did she look like? Act like? Say?    

2. Why did Sojourner have several names? Who gave her each of the names she had? 
Explain her choice of the name Sojourner Truth. 

3. Where did Sojourner go when she escaped 
from slavery? Why do you think she only 
took her baby with her and left her other 
children? 

4. In your own words, explain what the 
Underground Railroad was and how it 
played a part in Sojourner’s freedom.  

5. Do you think Sojourner was brave to speak 
out against slavery? How was she received 
by the audiences she spoke to? 

6. Why couldn’t Sojourner read or write? Do 
you think the fact that she was illiterate 
held her back? How so? 

7. There are two written accounts of Sojourner Truth’s Akron, Ohio, speech titled “Ain’t 
I a Woman?” One was published a month after the speech in the Anti-Slavery Bugle, 
and another one twelve years later in the New York Independent. Neither version is 
a verbatim transcript. Both versions rely on personal accounts by others. The 
accuracy of both is widely disputed.  Both versions can be found here: 
https://www.thesojournertruthproject.com/compare-the-speeches/ 

a. Compare and contrast the two versions and make a list of what is similar 
and different.  

b. Which version do you believe is more accurate? Explain your reasoning. 

A Woman Is… 

On a large piece of paper, draw a circle with 
the word “Woman” inside. 

Take 2-3 minutes to write down all the words 
and phrases you can think of relating to the 
topic of “Woman.” 

After time is up, pair up with another student 
to discuss and add any other words and 
phrases.  

Take time to share with the rest of the class 
why you chose to write down what you did. 
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Making Connections:   

Maya Angelou’s poem “Still I Rise” is often thought of as a comparative text to 
Sojourner Truth’s “Ain’t I a Woman?” speech. 

Angelou and Truth lived in very different times and they used very different styles 
to convey a similar message. Do you think a great deal has changed for women in 
the time that passed between the two? 

Create your own response to how women are viewed in society today. You may 
choose to write a poem, create a piece of art, an advertisement or a proposal for 
a video game, write a speech, or film a news report. 
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Chapter 3—Abby Kelley Foster 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 
 

1. Why was Abby Kelley Foster refused entry to many churches? 

2. In your own words, explain what Abby Kelley Foster meant when she said, “It is 
the still small voice within, that bids me open my mouth for the dumb.” 

3. What happened to the lecture hall in Philadelphia where Abby Kelley Foster 
spoke against slavery? Why? 

4. Why did Abby Kelley Foster often 
say northerners were as bad as 
southern slaveholders? Do you 
agree or disagree with her? Support 
your answer. 

5. Explain in your own words why 
Abby Kelley Foster and her husband 
refused to pay real estate tax. Do 
you agree with their stance? What 
was the outcome? 

6. What is the legacy of contributions 
that Abby Kelley Foster left the 
suffragists? 

7. What was Abby Kelley Foster referring to when she said, “Bloody feet, Sisters, 
have worn smooth the path by which you come up hither?” 

  

Liberty Farm 

The Fosters’ home was a stop on the Underground 
Railroad. After their deaths, its new owner 
renamed the home Liberty Farm.  

Do some research about the home and then create 
a travel brochure for those who might want to visit 
here.  

Be sure to include information about the site today, 
its history, and Abby Kelley Foster. Use drawings or 
photographs where available. 
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Chapter 4—Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RL.6.1,2; RI.6.1,2,3,9; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RL.7.1,2; RI.7.1,2,3,9; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RL.8.1,2,3;  RI.8.1,2,3,9;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2; WSH.6-8.7,8,9 

 
1. Support the statement, “from an 

early age, Elizabeth was primed to 
rebel,” using evidence from this 
chapter. 

2. Why did Elizabeth want to cut out 
the pages from a law book? What 
was her father’s response? 

3. How did Elizabeth “push the 
boundaries” regarding marriage in 
her time?  

4. Where did Elizabeth meet Lucretia 
Mott? In what ways was this 
meeting influential? 

5. In what ways did Elizabeth contribute to the fight for civil rights for women? 

6. Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony became icons of the cause. But 
they were very different women. Describe those differences as laid out in this 
chapter. 

7. Much of the suffrage movement grew alongside the antislavery cause. But 
Elizabeth began to turn against the push to enfranchise African Americans. Why? 

8. What do you think is meant by “the lioness had broken out of her cage?” 

Solitude of Self 

Draw an outline of a human figure, which will 
represent Elizabeth Cady Stanton, on a large piece 
of paper.   

Using this chapter, write any known details about 
Elizabeth outside the outline.   

Now read her speech, The Solitude of Self. Either 
choose 2-3 sections to read as a class, or assign 
individual sections to groups of students so that 
the entire speech is covered. 

Describe the Elizabeth revealed in the speech 
inside the outline.  
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Making Connections: 

When Elizabeth was young and upset about some of the injustices that she saw 
through her father’s law practice, he told her, “When you are grown up, you must 
go down to Albany and talk to the legislators; tell them all you have seen in this 
office.” 

Why do you think her father gave her this advice? 

What are some injustices that you have seen or experienced in your life? How can 
you contact your elected officials to make them aware of your concerns? 
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Chapter 5—Lucy Stone 

CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 
RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 

 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 
RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 
 

1. “Lucy was stubborn, but that quality served her well all her life.” Read the 
chapter on Lucy Stone carefully and make a list of moments that support this 
quote. 

2. Lucy Stone was the first Massachusetts woman—and one of the first women in 
the nation—to earn a college degree. 
What gender-based obstacles did 
Lucy face while in college? 

3. Why did Lucy turn down the 
opportunity to write a speech for her 
class’s graduation ceremony? Would 
you have done the same? Why or 
why not? 

4. What are some of the incidents that 
prompted Lucy Stone to be one of the first to fight for a woman’s right to equal 
pay? 

5. In what ways was Lucy’s marriage a fight for women’s rights? 

6. How did Lucy break down gender barriers as she carved a path for herself in life? 

 

  

Making Connections:   

Even though Lucy Stone fought for a woman’s right to equal pay more than a century 
ago, the fight continues today. Conduct research regarding pay discrepancies in today’s 
workplace. Then, brainstorm ways in which you can continue Lucy’s fight. 

 

Find Your Sphere! 

“Leave women, then, to find their sphere.” – Lucy 
Stone 

What do you think the above quote means? 

Create a poster visually depicting your own 
sphere. 
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Chapter 6—Julia Ward Howe 

CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 
RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 

 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 
RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 
 

1. Julia Ward Howe wrote the Civil War song, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.” 
Often it is said that everything an author writes is autobiographical. Read the 
lyrics of “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” and make note of where Julia’s own 
life and attitudes come through. Use examples from this chapter as evidence to 
support your findings. 

2. Julia was an accomplished poet and playwright despite the disapproval of both 
her father and, later, her husband.  

a. Describe Julia’s relationship with her father. 

b. Describe Julia’s relationship with her husband. 

3. Julia once said, “Had I earlier known the power, the nobility, the intelligence 
which lie within the range of true womanhood, I had surely lived more wisely 
and to better purpose.” What do you think she meant by this? 

a. In what ways do you think Julia may have “lived more wisely” at an earlier 
age? 

b. How did Julia make sure to live wisely moving forward? What were her 
contributions to the fight for women’s rights? 

4. Explain, in your own words, what Julia meant when she said, “The weapon of 
Christian warfare is the ballot.”  

Making Connections: 

Julia Ward Howe brought the suffrage movement to the attention of people in her 
social class. As mentioned in the sidebar on page 37, many celebrities join in the 
fight for justice and civil rights today.  

Research a contemporary celebrity of your choosing who is outspoken about a 
cause. What specific issue do they openly fight for? How have they used their 
social status or celebrity to elevate the cause? 



12 
 

 
Chapter 7—Susan B. Anthony 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RL.6.1,2; RI.6.1,2,3,9; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RL.7.1,2; RI.7.1,2,3,9; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RL.8.1,2,3;  RI.8.1,2,3,9;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2; WSH.6-8.7,8,9 
 

1. How did Susan’s family encourage her fight for women’s rights? 

a. What circumstances, do you think, played into their beliefs of equality? 

2. Susan started her activism with the temperance movement. How did that lead to her 
participation in the suffrage movement? 

3. Describe the powerful partnership 
between Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton.  

a. Why do you think these two 
women have become the most 
known names of the suffrage 
movement? 

4.  Describe, in your own words, Susan’s “most memorable act” on November 5, 1872. 

5. Why did Susan and Elizabeth oppose the Fifteenth Amendment?  
a. Do you agree that “to give the vote to all men and deny it to all women 

was to create an ‘aristocracy of sex’?” Explain your stance. 

 

Making Connections:   

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “It is always wrong to 
break the law.” Explain your opinion, using Susan B. Anthony’s presidential 
election act of 1872 as support. 

What other choices might someone in her position have made?  

Which would have been most effective? 

When faced with an unjust law, what is the role or responsibility of citizens in a 
democratic society? 

Votes for All 

Create a slogan for the importance of voting 
rights for both men and women. 

Then, write your slogan on a poster and hang 
them in the classroom. 
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Chapter 8—Isabella Beecher Hooker 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 

 
1. Isabella Beecher Hooker was the sister of Harriet Beecher Stowe, who wrote the 

novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin. What was Uncle Tom’s Cabin about and why was it so 
important at the time? 

a. How did her sister’s work influence Isabella’s work for women’s rights? 

2. Who encouraged Isabella to get 
involved in the suffrage movement? 

3. Isabella longed for a life of learning. 
How did she find that with her 
husband, John Hooker? 

4. How did Isabella feel about the rift 
that the Fifteenth Amendment 
caused between suffragists and 
abolitionists? 

a. How did she try to “mend 
fences?” 

5. What accomplishment is Isabella 
most remembered for? 

Making Connections: 

Women in America have come a long way from Isabella Beecher Hooker’s time, 
but there is still more to accomplish.  

Write a thank you letter to a suffragist. How has their accomplishment influenced 
your life? 

A Woman’s Work… 

Using examples in this chapter as a jumping off 
point, research the role of women in nineteenth 
century America. What was expected in the daily 
life of a woman?  

What would you do if you were told that you 
couldn’t go to school, but had to stay at home 
and clean all day?  Would you be tempted to join 
the fight for women’s rights? Which issue would 
you become involved in? Education? Property 
ownership? Access to jobs? The right to vote? 
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Chapter 9—Mary Ann Shadd Cary 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RL.6.1,2; RI.6.1,2,3,9; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RL.7.1,2; RI.7.1,2,3,9; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RL.8.1,2,3;  RI.8.1,2,3,9;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2; WSH.6-8.7,8,9 
  

1. Where did Mary Ann Shadd Cary live first? Where did she live next? Why did the 
family move? 

a. Eventually she moved to Canada. What were the reasons? 

2. List 2-3 issues that affected African 
Americans in the United States during 
Mary Ann Shadd Cary’s lifetime.  

3. Mary Ann sent a letter to Frederick 
Douglass saying, “We should do more, 
and talk less.” What do you think she 
meant by this? 

4. What was so significant about The 
Provincial Freeman newspaper? 

5. Although Mary Ann worked tirelessly 
for racial uplift, she did not want 
charity from white people. Why is that?  

a. Do you agree with her stance? Why or why not? 

6. On election day 1874, Mary Ann and sixty-three other women headed to the 
polls to try to vote. When they were refused, Mary Ann demanded sworn 
statements that they had been turned away. Why do you think she demanded 
this? What would the benefit be? 

7. Which political party did Mary Ann choose to support in 1878? Why would this be 
significant? 

8. Explain the following quote from page 49 in your own words: “Suffragists were 
too often willing to play to people’s racist beliefs in their pursuit of suffrage 
support.” 

 

Migrating to Freedom 

Before the Thirteenth Amendment abolishing 
slavery was enacted, laws like the Fugitive Slave 
Act and court rulings like the Dred Scott decision 
affected all people of color in the United States. 
Many moved North, some as far as Canada, to 
escape racist laws. 

Create a map of North American showing the many 
places Mary Ann Shadd Cary lived and make note 
of what caused the change in location each time. 
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Making Connections: 

Mary Ann Shadd Cary’s house in Canada was demolished in the 1970s and precious 
historical evidence was lost with it.  

What can a historic place tell you about a person’s life that paper documents might not 
reveal? 

Contact a historic preservation group in your own community to find out if there is a 
historic site that is in danger of being demolished or damaged by natural threats. Or ask 
them what historic site has been preserved due to local efforts. How was it done? 

Brainstorm ways in which you can support preservation efforts. If no local historic sites 
are at risk, identify a place that was important to the suffrage movement and look into 
how to raise awareness to preserve this place. 
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Chapter 10—Matilda Joslyn Gage 

CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 
RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 

 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 
RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 
 

1. How did Matilda’s parents raise her to be an independently strong person? 

2. Matilda first spoke at the 1852 
women’s right convention in 
Syracuse. What was significant about 
this speech?  

3. Many of the suffragists were faith 
formed, but what was different about 
Matilda’s stand? 

4. Why do you think Matilda simply 
signed her name “M” when she 
debated with the minister in the 
newspaper?  

a. How do you imagine the minister might have reacted once he learned he 
had been debating with a woman? 

5. How did living in close proximity to Native Americans influence Matilda’s beliefs 
regarding women’s place in society? 

6. When Matilda was adopted into the Wolf Clan of the Mohawk nation she was 
given the name Ka-ron-ien-ha-wi, meaning “She who holds the sky.” Using what 
you know about Matilda, explain why she might have been given this name. 

7. Why did New York State take away the women’s right to vote for school board 
members in 1893? 

8. Explain the following quote in your own words: “The soul must assert its own 
supremacy or die!” 

  

“A Hatred of Oppression” 

As the slavery debate raged, Matilda handed out 
pamphlets asking people to sign petitions for the 
abolitionist movement.  

Create your own version of what one of these 
pamphlets might have looked like, using 
information from this book and particularly 
chapter 10 on Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
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Chapter 11—Frances Willard 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 
  

1. Describe Frances as a child, in your own words and using the information in this 
chapter as evidence. 

a. Then, describe how daily life changed for Frances when she turned 
sixteen. 

b. Imagine that you are Frances and write a diary entry as if you are twelve. 
Then, write another diary entry as if you are sixteen. Be sure to include 
how she feels about these changes. 

2. Frances’s father was considered modern. How so?  

a. What was something about Frances’s father that was not modern? 

b. How did her father influence 
Frances? What was her 
reaction to his belief that 
women shouldn’t work? 

3. What was the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union?  

a. How did Frances’s work with 
the WCTU lead to her 
participation in suffrage? 

b. Why do you think she called the fight for the right to vote the “home 
protection” fight? 

4. Unfortunately, Frances’s quest for suffrage led to racism and elitism. How so? 

a. Do an image search for the painting of Frances surrounded by many of 
the groups of people considered unworthy of the vote. It is called 
American Woman and Her Political Peers. Describe the painting in your 
own words. 

b. What do you think was the intention of the artist, Henrietta Briggs-Wall? 
What message is she trying to convey? 

Confining Corsets 

Conduct an image and video search for “late 
nineteenth century American women’s clothing.”  

Then, create a poster that might hang in a 
department store, advertising some of the 
fashions of the day. 
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Making Connections:   

Frances took up bicycling, “an activity that was considered unladylike and even a 
threat to women’s health.” She even wrote a book about learning how to ride a 
bicycle. 

What is one activity that you like to do? Imagine if you were forbidden from 
participating in this activity because of your gender.  

Write a persuasive essay fighting for your right to choose to participate anyway. 
Be sure to include at least three reasons why you think you should be able to 
participate, then back it up with proof or examples of others who have broken 
through a barrier. 



19 
 

Chapter 12—Anna Howard Shaw 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 
  

1. What tragedy happened to Anna 
when she was just twelve? 

a. How did this experience 
give her the tools for 
activism later in life?  

2. At a female preacher’s urging, 
Anna went back to school, 
earning many degrees. Where did she attend and what did she study? 

a. How did Anna pay for college?  

3. Explain the following quote in your own words: “In the people’s voice, there is a 
soprano as well as a bass.” 

4. How did Anna’s work as one of the first women preachers in the Methodist 
Church lead to her work with the suffrage movement? 

5. What can you infer about Anna’s character from the fact that she fainted the first 
time she spoke to a large audience but then returned ten minutes later to start 
again? How would this quality help Anna in her fight for women’s rights? 

6. Although most men were opposed to woman suffrage, at Anna’s urging, many 
men joined the cause. Why was it so hard for a man to openly support the 
woman’s vote? 

7. Unfortunately, Anna died two days before Congress passed the Nineteenth 
Amendment granting women the right to vote. Imagine that you worked closely 
with Anna and write a eulogy for her on the day the amendment passed. 

 

  

Pioneer Women 

Conduct research on how pioneer women lived in 
the nineteenth century. 

Then, use your research to write a week’s worth 
of diary entries as if you were a pioneer woman. 
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Chapter 13—Carrie Chapman Catt 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 

 
1. Why do you think Carrie did not let her parents know she was taking college 

exams and earning her teaching certificate?  

a. What does this say about her family life?  

b. What does this say about Carrie? 

2. While at Iowa State College, how did Carrie work 
to advance women? 

3. Why do you think the school in Mason City, 
Iowa, said they could only offer her the assistant 
principal’s job and not the promised principal’s 
job? 

a. Carrie stood her ground and was 
eventually given the principal’s position. 
What would you have done in this situation? 

4. List some of the ways that Carrie re-energized the discouraged suffragists. What 
were some of her creative ideas for spreading the message? 

5. What was Carrie’s “Winning Plan?” 

6. Explain the following quote in your own words: “This is not a movement; it is not 
a campaign; this is a crusade!” 

a. How did Carrie help elevate the fight for women’s rights to crusade level? 

 
 
 

Suffrage Buttons 

Carrie helped the suffragists get 
creative about spreading their 
message. They created leaflets and 
posters and even buttons for 
supporters to wear. 

Conduct an image search to see 
some buttons created during this 
time. Then, design your own “Votes 
for Women” button inspired by 
Carrie’s  campaign. 
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Making Connections:   

Carrie Chapman Catt had a “Winning Plan” to see suffrage enacted state-by-state 
and then nationally.  

Her plan included many creative ways to spread the message of the fight 
throughout the calendar year. 

What is an issue that you feel strongly about? How could you spend the next 
three months spreading the message about what you believe in? What holidays 
are coming up that you could involve? What social events could you be a part of?  

Draft up your own three-month “Winning Plan.” 
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Chapter 14—Ida B. Wells-Barnett 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 

 
1. When she was six months old, Ida and her family were freed by the 

Emancipation Proclamation. What was the Emancipation Proclamation? 

2. How did Ida’s life change when her 
parents died? Why do you think she 
worked so hard to keep her siblings 
together? 

3. Describe in your own words the 
incident on the Memphis train. 

a. Compare and contrast the 
protests of Ida and Rosa 
Parks. What are some of the 
similarities? What is different? 

b. Why do you think Ida’s protest 
is lesser known than Rosa’s? 

4. Explain the following quote in your 
own words: “The way to right 
wrongs is to turn the light of truth 
upon them.” 

a. How did Ida live this quote in 
her life as a journalist? 

b. How do you think her crusade against lynching led to the fight for 
suffrage?  

5. Why did Ida found the Alpha Suffrage Club?  

6. What was the reasoning given to Ida as to why she would have to march in the 
back of the parade? What was her reaction? 

 
 

Before Rosa Parks 

Research the following African American women 
who struggled and fought for equality long before 
Rosa Parks.  

• Susie King Taylor 

• Frances Watkins Harper 

• Daisy Bates 

• Anna Julia Cooper 

• Amy Ashwood Garvey 

• Dorothy Height 

• Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin 

• Maria Stewart 

• Harriet Tubman 
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Chapter 15—Mary Church Terrell 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 

 
1. Why is it said that Mary “had an unusual childhood for an African American girl in 

the South?” What was perhaps different about her life than other African 
Americans? 

2. How were the following people 
pioneers in the advancement of African 
Americans: 

a. Mary 

b. Mary’s father 

c. Mary’s mother 

d. Mary’s husband 

3. What kinds of reform causes did Mary become a part of? Why?  

4. Explain the following quote in your own words: “The word ‘people’ has been 
turned and twisted to mean all who were shrewd and wise enough to have 
themselves born boys instead of girls, or who took the trouble to be born white 
instead of black.” 

5. Provide examples of how Mary faced prejudice while fighting for suffrage. 

6. Why do you think most white suffragists weren’t willing to work with African 
American women? 

a. What do you think was different about Mary which allowed her to work 
within white suffragist groups?  

NACW 

Research the National Association of Colored 
Women (now called the National Association of 
Colored Women’s Clubs). www.nacwc.org.  

Identify one of the organization’s significant 
projects. 

What is the importance and impact of the NACW 
since its founding? 
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Making Connections:   

Mary Church Terrell often spoke about the way black women who had greater 
advantages had helped those who had fewer advantages. 

Take action to help people in your community who are in need, such as 
volunteering at a soup kitchen, setting up a clothing drive, participating in your 
church’s community outreach efforts, or working toward policy change. 
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Chapter 16—Lucy Burns 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 

 
1. How did Emmeline Pankhurst influence Lucy Burns?  

a. How were British approaches different from those of the American 
suffragists? 

b. Explain how Lucy took the motto “Deeds, not words” to heart in her fight. 

2. Lucy Burns was arrested many times. Create a chart of her actions that led to 
arrest. 

3. Why did Alice Paul and Lucy Burns split from NAWSA to form the Congressional 
Union for Woman Suffrage?  

4. Lucy took aim at President Woodrow Wilson many times, asking “Mr. President, 
What Will You Do For Woman Suffrage?” Name five ways Lucy fought to get the 
attention of President Wilson.  

5. Describe the Night of Terror in your own words. 

a. Why do you think public opinion turned in favor of the suffragists after 
that night? 

 

 

Making Connections:   

Under Lucy’s leadership, suffragists known as the “Silent Sentinels” sewed banners 
with slogans to make the president aware of their demands as they stood outside 
the White House.  

Pretend you are living in Lucy’s time and you want to persuade the president to 
hear your concerns. Design a banner with a catchy slogan that will capture the 
president's attention. 
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Chapter 17—Jeannette Rankin 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 

 
1. Describe Jeannette’s childhood in 

Montana. 

a. How did growing up in a 
rugged, wild territory 
influence Jeannette’s 
personality and style of 
protest? 

2. What do you think Jeannette’s 
mother meant when she said, “If 
you can take care of Jeannette, I 
can take care of the rest of the 
children?”  

a. What do you think this says about Jeannette’s personality? 

b. Do you think there were others in her life who felt the same way? If so, 
who? 

3. Jeannette wrote “Go! Go! Go! At the first opportunity go!” in her diary. And go 
she did. Create a map of all the places that Jeannette lived and what she did 
when she was there. 

4. The first time Jeannette voted, it was for herself. Imagine that you are Jeannette 
and write a diary entry about that experience. 

5. Explain the following quote in your own words: “How shall we explain to them 
the meaning of democracy if the same Congress that voted to make the world 
safe for democracy refuses to give this small measure of democracy to the 
women of our country?” 

a. Do you agree with this reasoning? Support your opinion. 

Suffrage Bonnet 

Every year, Easter Bonnet competitions take place 
featuring unique and symbolic hats, many of which 
are very large and elaborate. 

Because Jeannette Rankin loved hats so much, 
design and create a bonnet just for her that takes 
much of her life story into account. 

Use information from this chapter and additional 
research to influence your design. 
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Making Connections:   

In 1916, Jeannette Rankin became the first woman elected to Congress.. She 
said, “I may be the first woman member of Congress, but I won’t be the last.” 
She was right. In 2018, the 116th Congress convened with women making up 
nearly a quarter of its voting membership. 

Research one of the following women trailblazers in Congress: 

• Patsy Mink 

• Shirley Chisholm 

• Yvonne Brathwaite 

• Marcy Kaptur 

• Nancy Pelosi 

• Sharice Davids 

• Deb Haaland 

Why was she considered trailblazing? 

Was her rise to political power different from Jeannette’s? How so?  

What does she still struggle with in regards to her gender in politics? 
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Chapter 18—Adelina Otero-Warren 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 

 
1. Nina very much lived between two worlds: Hispanic and Anglo. Take a piece of 

paper and draw a line down the center, creating two columns. Label one column 
Hispanic and the other Anglo. Then, re-read the chapter taking notes on the two 
cultures and Nina’s experiences living within them. 

2. What changed for Nina once New 
Mexico became a state in 1912? 

3. What do you think “women who 
wanted the vote were willing to 
‘trade their good looks for a cheap 
fame’” means? 

4. What important role did Nina take in 
the fight for women’s rights? 

5. Why was Nina denied her seat in 
the House of Representatives after 
winning the vote?  

a. What do you think was the biggest issue, that she hid her divorce or that 
she was divorced?  

b. Do you think this would be an issue today? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping Culture 

Nina was concerned that Hispanic arts, crafts, 
language, and traditions would be crushed by Anglo 
culture. Therefore, she worked within schools and 
cultural institutions to keep the Hispanic culture 
alive. 

Research Hispanic crafts and create a replica to 
share with your class, taking time to share its 
cultural significance and its history. 
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Chapter 19—Alice Paul 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 

 
1. Create a Venn diagram of similarities and differences between you and Alice Paul 

as a child. 

2. What do you think inspired Alice to become the militant activist that she was? 

a. Do you agree with the methods that Alice used in her fight? Or do you 
prefer the more respectful (although relentless) methods of NAWSA? 
Explain your answer. 

3. Create a list of the many controversial methods used by Alice. 

4. Alice was jailed many times and went on hunger strikes, prompting horrific force 
feedings. How do you feel when you haven’t eaten? Could you have held out? 

a. What do you think of the treatment of the suffragists in jail? 

5. Using the information in this chapter, explain why it was said of Alice that her 
“place in history is assured…. It is certain that, but for you, success would have 
been delayed for many years to come.” 

Making Connections:   

Alice Paul believed that one person can make a difference and make the world a better 
place for everyone. She was one person, a girl born on a farm in New Jersey, who 
persevered, developed her leadership skills, and had a big impact on democracy in America 
by fighting to get women the right to vote in elections. 

• Do you believe you can make a difference? 

• What issues are important to you? 

• What skills do you have? 

• How can your skills be used to make a difference? 
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Chapter 20—And Don’t Forget 
 
CCSS:  RI.5.1,2,3; W.5.3a-e,4; SL.5.4,5; L.5.1,2,3 

RI.6.1,2,3; W.6.3a-e,4; SL.6.5; L.6.1,2,3 
 RI.7.1,2,3; W.7.3a-e,4; SL.7.5; L.7.1,2,3 

RI.8.1,2,3;  W.8.3a-e,4;  SL.8.5; L.8.1,2,3; RH.6-8.1,2 

 
There are so many other historic figures who are often forgotten. Choose one of the ten 
mentioned in this chapter and create a poster highlighting who they were. 

Include the following information: 

• Draw a picture of them or include photographic images, if possible 

• Draw a picture of something associated with them 

• Design a logo or symbol of their work 

• Feature a quote or memorable saying 

• Feature at least four important facts about their life 

• Include something that you think the world should know about them 

When finished, hang your posters up so no one will ever forget their names again. 
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After You Read… 

Below are a few final project ideas for the conclusion of Women Win the Vote!: 19 for 
the 19th Amendment. 

1. Several themes run through Women Win the Vote! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choose one of these themes on which to base a 500-word essay.  

a. How is this theme evident throughout the book?  

b. What can readers take away from Women Win the Vote! in relation to this 
theme? 

2. Many of the activists in Women Win the Vote! weave in and out of each other’s 
stories. Many were motivated by meeting or hearing another suffragist speak. 
They wrote about each other. They donated to each other’s causes. They also 
teamed up with each other and traveled together. 

Follow these relationships throughout the book and create a Suffragist Family 
Tree visually depicting these connections.  

3. Determine in what year you will be 18 years old and eligible to vote.  

Write a 500-word essay about what the world might be like in that year. Will a 
woman have been elected president of the United States by then?  

4. Find out what is happening during 2020 to commemorate and celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the Nineteenth Amendment. Visit either of these websites 
to do research:  

www.2020centennial.org or www.womensvote100.org  

Then, create an event for your school, and/or the community, to attend. 

Diversity/racism within the suffrage movement 

Men as supporters and detractors 

Religion as a dividing factor 

The North/South divide 

The power of mentorship 

 

 


